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 received no more than 25% of our average yearly rainfall!

This past rain year we only had 5.5 inches that fell in

December, January, and February. In fact, the drought in

California is so bad this year it broke a 97-year record for

low rainfall and is actually the worst drought California has

ever seen in recorded state history (which started for rain in

1895). We're dry out here! There are some small towns and

lakes in both Northern and Southern California that are

drying up completely, and even on our farm we have to time

the irrigation of our orchard carefully with that of our

neighbor--also an almond farmer. Our deep-reaching well

(dug in the drought of the 1970s) will start sucking air and

sand if we irrigate our orchards simultaneously because our

wells are tapping into the same water table! 

The California Drought
 By this point in the summer, you have probably heard

about the drought in California. We don't seem to get a

break from wildfires or drought, at least not for the past

few years! The good news is that we are NOT one of the

orchards you hear about being ripped up because the

farmer has run out of water. We are in the middle of our

11th harvest with our trees, and while the drought will

indeed cut our yield numbers down for this year, we are

still optimistic for the future; droughts are a normal

climate cycle and our orchard uses far less water than

other farms. We have implemented many farming

practices to reduce water use and increase drought-

tolerance of our trees. That is exciting news considering

that in our past rainy season (July 2020-June 2021) we 



 We Bought  a  Zoo!

Here are some state and local statistics that offer some more stunning insight into the gravity of the California drought.

They might just blow your mind! The state's 2020-2021 rain season was at 49% of a normal rainfall year. The hydrologic

region in which Yolo County (our home county) is located was at 44% of normal (it's worst in recorded county history).

All hydrologic regions in California are well below average, varying from 60% of normal to just 26% of normal. Our farm

was about 25% of our county's normal! Yolo County is currently resting at the highest level of intensity for drought: D4

Exceptional Drought. This is an increase in two levels since last year (2020: D2 Severe Drought) and an increase in 5

levels since two years ago (2019: Level 0 No Drought). 

What will the next year look like? Well, no one ever really knows! With the exception of one year (2018-2019), in the past

5 years of our personal records for Capay Hills Orchard, it has not started raining until November or December. And

that one exception I just mentioned was only 1/2 an inch of rain in early October before it took another month-and-a-

half before the rainy season actually started! So most likely we won't see the rainy season start for another 3 months!

That's really incredible when you realize that we haven't had any rain here in 6 months now!

Thankfully, however, in the midst of this drought we have still been blessed this year with many things. Not the least of

this is enough groundwater to irrigate our orchard (as long as we don't irrigate at the same time as our neighbor,

remember!) and no bad wildfires in the immediate area. Please pray for all of California though in this terrible drought!

 

Well, not really. Actually, the zoo came to us. It's a petting

zoo (petting is only available seasonally and is subject to

how fast and well you can chase an animal) and it consists

of peacocks, turkeys, chickens, dogs, cats, skunks, possums,

lots of deer, and who knows what else is out there that we

don't see! This summer a small herd of 10-15 deer have

made our orchard and our lawn their home. Among the

deer are multiple mothers and their young fawns, and many

of them are twins! We suspect they are coming down out of

the mountains near us because of the lack of water there

this year. All the other animals I mentioned are regulars to

the area or they are officially part of our farm (the dogs,

cats, and chickens). Also familiar to the area though seen

much less frequently (if ever!) are bears, coyotes, wild pigs,

mountain lions, and bobcats. And then there are the

countless squirrels, jackrabbits, snakes, vultures,

hummingbirds, quail, woodpeckers, owls, bats, and so much

more, not to mention the incredible beauty and variety of

the natural flora in the area! <-- This interesting-looking 
thing is an owl pellet! As you 
can see, mice are a favorite 

menu option!


